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Introductory statement
Report of the Secretary-General on multi-year payment plans (A/68/68)

Mr. Chairman,

Document A/68/68 contains the eleventh annual report on the status of multi-year
payment plans.

It will be recalled that the Committee on Contributions recommended that the
Secretary-General be requested to submit an annual report to the Assembly, through the
Committee, on the status of such plans as at 31 December of each year. This
recommendation was endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 57/4 B, and has
also been reaffirmed in later resolutions.

At the time of establishment of the multi-year payment plan system, it was
considered that it would constitute a useful tool for Member States in reducing their
unpaid assessed contributions, and a way for them to demonstrate their commitment to
meeting their financial obligations to the United Nations.

At the same time, it was recognized that due consideration should be given to the
economic position of Member States, as not all of them might be in a position to submit
such plans, and therefore the multi-year payment plans should remain voluntary and
should not be automatically linked to other measures.

As regards practical aspects of the system, it was recommended that Member
States considering a multi year payment plan should submit such plans to the Secretary-
General for the information of other Member States and be encouraged to consult the
Secretariat for advice in their preparation. It was suggested that the plans should provide
for annual payment of current-year assessments and a part of the arrears, and where

possible, generally provide for the elimination of arrears within a period of up to six
years.

Over the years since the introduction of the system, six Member States have
successfully implemented multi-year payment plans, the most recent of which was
implemented during the first half of 2012. The latest report, which is now before the
Conlmittee, contains the status of implementation of the remaining plan - that submitted
by Sao Tome and Principe.

No new payment plans have been submitted in recent years, although several
Member States have indicated that the matter was under consideration.

The Committee may wish to take note of the report of the Secretary-General.

I thank you.




